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wrecked ship on the beach. He shot with such intensity that
when he missed a duck he nearly cried. When having wounded
a duck it fell into the water close to us, he was all of a sudden
reduced to a state of panic. He would not kill his wounded
bird.
" I can't, I simply can't.   You'll have to do it! "
I never had before, and never thought I could, but as he
would not, I hit it with the oar. Charlie turned his head away
and his face " registered " disgust.
After five days we were discovered. Five days was a long
time in which to evade the relentless newspaper reporter.
Charlie was at that moment of more than usual interest. He
had scarcely been seen since his return from England, Inter-
views were required of him. Where was he ? The news went
round he had disappeared without trace. A romance or a
tragedy was instantly surmised. He must be found. Here
was a " story." I was a witness of its denouement.
Dick and Charlie had left me in the camp, and had gone off
together to find a duck for the morrow's dinner. Suddenly
two strangers announced themselves, and their type was
unmistakable. I tried to choke them oft, but my efforts were
in vain.
" Anyway, he isn't in the camp," I said aggressively. They
went in search, in the direction as if by instinct from which
Charlie was expected to return. I watched them walking back
together. Charlie, head bowed, the picture of dejection, a
criminal who had evaded the law and was caught at last.
Charlie Chaplin and Clare Sheridan hidden among the Cali-
fornian dunes ? Here was a theme too good to be missed.
Their five days' search had not been in vain.
Charlie looked at me in despair. " We had better go/1 he
said.
We left the servants to pack up and jumped into the car,
leaving the two reporters in possession of our cherished spot.
" It was too good to last," he said after a long silence, and
then I realized Charlie's life: always hunted, never alone, never
free—evading his pursuers perhaps for a few hours, or with
luck for a few days. For him no peace. But he had no right
to complain. Publicity was necessary to him, he had fostered

